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 Woodridge Police Department Launches  
Community Information Portal

delivery	by	refining	snow	and	ice	control	
based on emerging technologies, and  
replace the Crime Prevention Unit with  
the Community Outreach Unit to better  
understand and respond to the needs of 
the community; and to increase transpar-
ency	by	sharing	budget	and	financial	activities	
on the Village’s social pages.  
	 Both	Moody’s	and	FitchRatings	affirmed	
the Village’s strong bond ratings of Aa1 and 
AAA respectively, citing the Village’s low 
liability	burden,	significant	ability	to	control	
the budget on both revenue and expenditure 
sides, and our consistent, strong operating 
performance as key factors in their decision.
 Additionally, the Finance Department is 
annually recognized, with the highest form  
of recognition available, by attaining the  
Certificate	of	Achievement	of	Excellence	 
in Financial Reporting.  This is the 13th  
consecutive year of receiving this award.

 Join the Village of  Woodridge, library, 
park	district,	fire	districts,	and	school	dis-
tricts for Woodridge’s annual Town Meeting 
on Thursday,  April 12th, starting at 5:30 p.m. 
It will be held at Bobak’s Signature Room 
located at 6440 Double Eagle Drive.  There 
will be a presentation from the Mayor 
and information presented on community 
engagement opportunities.  Attendees will 
also have the chance to provide input on 
community priorities and challenges that 
the Village should address. 

highlights our commitment to transparency 
and providing dedicated professional service,”  
said  Woodridge Police Chief Brian Cunningham. 
“It provides detailed information about where, 
when, and what types of crimes occurred.  
In addition, we will produce videos featuring  
officers	providing	safety	tips	and	insight	into	
crime trends.”
 Please visit the Information Portal at  
http://gis.vil.woodridge.il.us/wpdportal.   
The link is also available on the Woodridge  
Police Department website.

 The Woodridge Police Department 
Information Portal is an innovative resource 
that shows crime information, safety tips, and 
more on dynamic maps. In addition to fea-
turing crime information, the Portal features  
engaging videos, current crime trends, 
content in Spanish, and more.  The goal of 
the information portal is to increase trans-
parency and be an engaging website with 
audience appeal. Police Department staff will 
frequently update the Information Portal 
with new content.  “The Information Portal 

2018 Village Budget – No Increase in  
Property Tax or Water Rates
 For the fourth consecutive year, and 
fifth	time	in	the	last	six	years,	the	Village	of	
Woodridge has adopted a budget that does 
not raise property taxes. The wide variety 
of services provided by the Village will 
instead use other revenue sources to fund 
them. This also marks the second year in  
a row that the Village has not increased 
water rates. 
 The FY2018 budget is $52.9 million, 
which includes $12.3 million in infra-
structure improvements to maintain our 
roadways, sidewalks, stormwater and sewer 
systems.	The	budget	reflects	the	Board’s	 
priorities to maintain current spending  
levels by reducing operating expenses in  
the	General	Fund	by	$160,000	(excluding	 
personnel); incorporate cost saving  
opportunities by extending the useful life 
of vehicles, and the use of joint purchasing 
initiatives; provide for innovative service  

Town Meeting –  
Thursday, April 12th

http://gis.vil.woodridge.il.us/wpdportal


 On Thursday, February 8, Mayor Gina 
Cunningham delivered the 2018 State of 
the Village Address. Hosted by the Village 
and Chamber630, the well-attended event 
highlighted current local economic condi-
tions of the Village and showcased new,  
expanding and upcoming development 
in the community.  This year’s message 
focused on working together with all 
 Village stakeholders to make Woodridge  
a great destination to do business, whether 
a small business, national retailer, or  
major manufacturer.  
 As noted by Mayor Cunningham, the  
Village has a well-balanced and diverse 
commercial portfolio.  Businesses and  
developers are choosing to locate and  
expand in Woodridge because of the 
Village Board’s proactive approach to 
strengthening relationships with community 
stakeholders, and their commitment to  
expanding local commerce in the com-
munity.  The full Woodridge State of the 
Village Address video is available on the 
Village website - www.vil.woodridge.il.us/
economicdevelopment.

 Golden Years (Park	District	Seniors)	–	
Sponsor a Senior Luncheon or a senior spe-
cial event in the community.  They have many 
outstanding clubs in their organization that 
do great works in and around Woodridge 
and are dedicated to helping seniors in need 
and those in nursing homes.  Golden Years 
has monthly events – one such event is their 
Crafting for a Cause which was recognized 
for their outstanding service and awarded 
the Mayor’s Spirit Award in 2016. 
 J.A.N.O. (Janes	Avenue	Neighborhood	
Outreach) – Sponsor/volunteer for a  
JANO event which helps a Woodridge  
child and family.  Events are focused on 
building community and establishing positive 
connections in our neighborhoods that are 
most in need.  There are a variety of events, 
with games and, of course - lots of fun!   
All are welcome.
 Woodridge VFW Post 1578 –  
Dedicated veterans who truly make a  
difference by sponsoring community events 
in Woodridge.  Help support them and all 
their wonderful events throughout the year, 
such as their annual scholarship program. 
 West Suburban Community Pantry-  
Woodridge’s local food pantry serves all 
those in need throughout DuPage County 
and also Bolingbrook - a truly wonderful  
organization right here in Woodridge.   
Financial support, food donations and
volunteers are always needed.  I know that 
working together we will build upon our 
strong, vibrant, and caring community.   
Together, let’s build and encourage strong, 
positive community connections, and help 
“Do Good Works” in Woodridge by  
supporting the many wonderful service  
organizations in our community!
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“A Community  
with a Big Heart”
   I know how wonder-
fully impactful it is to 
volunteer.  Growing 
up in Woodridge, my 
family and I were always 
involved in giving back 
and helping others.  

One of my earliest memories is collecting 
food at our church and helping to stock the 
shelves back in the early days of the com-
munity pantry.  What a wonderful feeling we 
had in knowing that we helped our neighbors 
who needed a helping hand.  Volunteering 
was fun and I know it strengthened us as 
a family.  Today, I am honored and so very 
proud to serve as the Mayor of Woodridge, 
my hometown, and a community that is, and 
always will be, very near and dear to me.   
I am proudest of the community we are, and 
all the people, businesses, and organizations 
that make Woodridge an excellent commu-
nity.  Truly a community with a big heart!  
 Through working together, we can make 
even greater impacts with wonderfully 
positive results.  In the spirit of “Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, ” I am calling upon you to 
reach-out and help our neighbors who are 
in need. One great way to help is to support 
our local service organizations by lending 
a helping-hand and sponsoring an upcom-
ing event, supporting a charitable cause, or 
building a team of volunteers that will help 
make a difference to these vital organizations.  
There are so many wonderful service clubs 
and organizations in our community that 
would	benefit	from	your	support,	including:

State of the  
Village Address 

Shopping Center and New Business  
Grant Program

budgeted funding for the Shopping Center 
Façade and Site Program and the Small  
Business Grant Program.   
 Ike and Oak Brewery that will open later 
this	year	in	Seven	Bridges	received	the	first	
small business grant in 2018 and there are 
still more grant opportunities for new  
businesses or existing businesses looking  
to expand in our shopping centers. 

 In 2017 the Village granted nearly $350,000 
in grant funds for the improvements to  
Hobson Plaza Shopping Center,  Woodridge 
Court Shopping Center and the 83rd Street 
Shopping Center.  In total $700,000 will be 
spent by property owners and are great 
examples of reinvestment in the Village’s 
commercial centers.  The Village is continuing 
our commitment to our shopping centers and 
small businesses in 2018.  The Village Board 

 Largely impacted by the upward rise 
in internet purchases, 2017 was a record 
year for retail store closings nationwide. 
The Village was not immune and saw the 
closing of JCPenney and Sam’s Club in the 
Centerpointe Shopping Center.  Since the 
announcement of each store closing, staff 
has worked closely with the shopping  
center owners to pursue new retailers  
in the shopping center and keep the  
remaining existing tenants.  In that spirit,  
the Village Board approved an economic 
development incentive agreement with  
the property owner to keep Home Depot  
(a	major	anchor	in	the	center)	on	a	
longer-term lease.

Centerpointe  
Shopping Center  
Update  

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham

http://www.vil.woodridge.il.us/economicdevelopment
http://www.vil.woodridge.il.us/economicdevelopment


some overtime.  Work involves manual 
labor and is primarily outdoors.  
Duties include assisting streets, water, 
sewer,	and	fleet	maintenance	crews	
with daily operations.  Must be 18 or 
older.  Check the Village website for 
position details.

 The residential waste hauling contract  
with Waste Management will expire on  
May 31, 2018.  The Village is in the process of 
requesting proposals from interested waste 
haulers to institute a new contract beginning  
on June 1st.  Consistent with the majority 
feedback from the 2016 Woodridge waste 
collection survey, the Village has structured 
the	request	for	proposals	(RFP)	to	seek	a	
program closely aligned with the current 
volume	based	(sticker)	program.		Additionally,	
alternative style programs are also included in 
the RFP to evaluate the cost of the different  
programs available from the haulers.  All  
services with Waste Management will remain 
in place according to the current program 
until May 31, 2018.  Residents are advised not 
to stock up on waste stickers in the event 
that a different hauler or program is selected. 
Check the Village website for updates on the 
selection process or contact Public Works 
with	specific	questions.

 Did you know that the Public Works 
Department ensures the reliable delivery  
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REMINDERS FROM THE VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGE

 Throughout the year, the Village receives 
many inquiries regarding resident and local 
business’	water	bills,	specifically,		“What	is	
the Customer Service Charge for?” 
 The Customer Service Charge is the 
fixed	portion	of	your	bill	which	represents	
the minimum amount needed from each 
account to maintain the water and sewer 
system.  These funds are used for both  
the operations of the water/sewer system 
as well as infrastructure maintenance  
and improvements. 
 The water and sewer charges listed  

 The Village’s Public Works Department 
and the Woodridge Park District offer 
Woodridge residents a site to drop off their 
brush.  Located on 71st Street just west of 
Woodridge Drive, the brush chipping site 
can accept branches up to 5” in diameter. 
The site is open on the second Saturday of 
each month from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
May through October.  Cars dropping off 
materials	will	be	charged	$5.00	for	the	first	
car load and an additional $3.00 for each  
return trip made that day.  Trucks, vans, 

WOODRIDGE WATER QUALITY REPORT AVAILABLE ONLINE

WHAT IS THE CUSTOMER SERVICE CHARGE  
ON MY WATER BILL?

RESIDENTS CAN DROP OFF 
BRUSH STARTING IN MAY

on your bill are  
based on your actual  
usage	and	can	fluctuate	greatly	based	 
on	demand.		This	fixed	charge	provides	
stability to our revenue base and ensures 
that	we	receive	sufficient	revenues	to	
continuously provide water and sewer 
services to our residents.  More infor-
mation on your water bill can be found 
under the Water Billing section of the 
Finance Department’s page on the  
Village of Woodridge website.

or trailers will pay $10.00 for each load 
dropped off that day. Proof of residency  
is required.  Woodchips generated by this  
program are available to residents for  
free pick-up at the mulch pile located on 
Woodridge Drive. 

REFUSE, RECYCLING AND 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACT

FULL-TIME SUMMER SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT IN  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

 The Village is seeking full-time, tempo-
rary, seasonal employees for positions 
beginning in May or early June and lasting 
approximately three months.  Positions 
are available in the Public Works Depart-
ment maintenance crews. These positions 
require	forty	(40)	hours	per	week	with	

YARD WASTE COLLECTION 
STARTS ON APRIL 2ND 
	 Yard	waste	collection	officially	resumes	
on April 2nd.  Yard waste is considered 
grass, leaves, tree trimming debris and any 
other plant material.  Residents can dispose 
of it at the curb on their normal refuse 
collection day.  One sticker is required for 
every 33 gallon unlined container or yard-
waste paper bag.  Brush should be packaged 
in bundles no more than 4 feet in length 
and 2 feet in diameter.  Each bundle must 
have a yardwaste sticker attached and  
cannot weigh more than 50 pounds.
 Residents can also use environmentally 
friendly alternatives to dispose of yard-
waste.  These options include mulching 
grass clippings and leaves, as well as com-
posting the yardwaste and select kitchen 
scraps.  Visit DuPage County’s website, 
www.dupageco.org for information  
on composting. 

of more than 1 billion gallons of water  
to almost 9,500 residential and business  
customers throughout the community  
annually?  The Village standard of water  
compliance can be reviewed in detail at 
www.vil.woodridge.il.us/waterqualityre-
port or through the Residents menu on 
the website, www.vil.woodridge.il.us.

http://www.dupageco.org
http://www.vil.woodridge.il.us/waterqualityreport
http://www.vil.woodridge.il.us/waterqualityreport
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Woodridge Highlighted As  
Top 5 Community To Live In
	 Woodridge	is	consistently	listed	as	a	top	five	community	
to live in according to a tool developed by Crain’s Chicago 
Business magazine.  The tool is intended to help individuals 
find	the	best	community	to	live	in	based	on	criteria	such	 
as quality schools, low crime and investment value.   
Additionally,  Woodridge was featured in the January 2018 
edition of  West Suburban Living magazine highlighting  
the aspects of the community that make it such a great 
place to work, play, and live!

 Congratulations to the Citizen’s Police  
Academy Class of 2018!  This class gained 
insight into the practices, policies, and proce-
dures of the Woodridge Police Department.  
The Academy sessions incorporated both 
lectures and scenario-based formats.  Areas 
of instruction included support services and 
community programs, Illinois vehicle code, 
DUI, criminal law, case law, evidence collection, 
SWAT,	defensive	tactics,	and	traffic	stops.

Citizen Police Academy  
Congratulates Graduating Class

 Are you interested in 
joining the Citizen’s Police 
Academy next year?  Please 
check the Woodridge Police Department  
website for information about joining the 
Citizen’s Police Academy Class of 2019.    
The Academy is free, and the class size is 
restricted to 20 participants admitted on a 
first-come-first-served	basis	(pending	back-
ground check). 
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